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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON US-UK CIV AIR NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: STATE 77740 

FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE FOR USE AT NOON BRIEFING 
APRIL 7: 

BACKGROUND: IT WAS REPORTED ON THE TODAY SHOW THIS 
MORNING THAT THE BRITISH WILL CUT OFF AIR SERVICES BETWEEN 
THE US AND UK AFTER JUNE 22 (WHEN THE PRESENT AVIATION 
AGREEMENT EXPIRES) IF THE US DOES NOT AGREE BY THEN TO A 
50/50 SPLIT OF THE MARKET. 

QUESTION; CAN YOU REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE US-UK 
AVIATION TALKS CURRENTLY UNDER WAY AT THE STATE DEPT? 
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ANSWER: THE FIFTH ROUND OF US-UK AVIATION NEGOTIATIONS IS 
IN ITS SECOND WEEK. PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE ON A NUMBER OF 
IMPORTANT ISSUES, ALTHOUGH THERE STILL IS A GREAT DEAL OF 
WORK TO DO. THE US IS CONFIDENT A NEW AGREEMENT WILL BE 
REACHED BY JUNE 22 WHEN THE PRESENT AVIATION ACCORD 
EXPIRES. 
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